Beckingham Bowls Club News 2020
December
Our application to be Lincolnshire Co-op Community Champions for a 3 months period in
Spring 2021 has made the shortlist for voting. Voting takes place from 18 to 31 January and
all members of the Lincolnshire Co-op can vote online at www.lincolnshire.coop/ccvote or
by telephoning 01522 781135, quoting their membership number from their Dividend Card to
vote for Beckingham Bowls Club. Please support us by voting, and if you are not a member,
it is easy to join online by Googling “ Lincolnshire Co-op How to Join”. When a
Lincolnshire Co-op member purchases products using their Dividend Card during the 3
month period, they receive a dividend, and the selected Community Champion receives the
same dividend.
The funeral of Clarrie Brumby took place on 4 December at Babworth Crematorium, and
attendance was restricted to 30. In addition to family members, people from organisations
with which Clarrie had been involved also attended, and Sue & Roger Platts represented
Beckingham Bowls Club. Donations in memory of Clarrie were for North Notts Lions, an
organisation to which Clarrie contributed a lot of his time for many years.
November
With winter upon us, there is little physical activity down at the bowling green, but there has
been a light cut of the green and an application of an iron - based solution to treat the small
amount of moss which has appeared on the green, and also on the surrounds to the green.
Quotations are being sourced in conjunction with the Village Hall to apply to Sport England
for a grant to replace the not fit for purpose tea room and toilet and also for some
improvement work required in the Village Hall. A preliminary short application is required,
followed by a more extensive application if the project is approved by Sport England,
although that is no guarantee that a grant will be offered.
The funeral service for Nev. Hethershaw took place on 20 November at All Saints Church
Beckingham, with cremation afterwards at Lea Fields. Attendance was limited to 30 to
follow Covid-19 restrictions, and the family invited one member from the organisations with
which Nev had been associated to join the family. Roger Platts was invited to represent the
Bowls Club, and the Service at Beckingham was very moving and a fitting celebration of a
life well lived.
Clarrie Brumby
Clarrie Brumby, a long - time member of Beckingham Bowls Club has sadly passed away.
He was 90 years old and died peacefully in his sleep on 18 November. As a member of the
village bowls club, he was an accomplished bowler who contributed a lot to the club as a
player and through his efforts in the upkeep of the bowling green site. He won the Club Pairs
Trophy in 2007, partnered by Bill Bryan, and the Club Triples Trophy in 2008 in partnership
with John Foster and Nev Hethershaw who passed away earlier in the month. He regularly
spent time at the bowling green maintaining the surrounding hedges and helping with green
preparation.

Ill health stopped him playing in 2010, but he continued to enjoy attending our Gala Days,
Annual Lunches and Presentation Evenings along with his late wife Barbara. He would help
out selling raffle tickets and make donations to the club. He was always friendly and
welcoming with a mischievous sense of humour, not only to club members, but to villagers in
general. He was earlier an accomplished cricketer and did valuable work for many years for
the North Notts Lions, and donations in his memory may be sent to Cliff Bradley & Sons
Funeral Directors Limited in Gainsborough, with cheques made out to North Notts Lions.
Nev. Hethershaw
Nev. Hethershaw, a member of Beckingham Bowls Club since the 1990’s, sadly passed away
on 4 November. He had recently celebrated his 94th birthday and contributed a great deal to
our Club both on and off the green, and also contributed greatly to village life in general. He
was still playing in the Isle of Axholme Leagues in 2019 and was a very good bowler. He
was responsible for raising valuable funding through grants and was well liked among the
bowling fraternity, being Captain of the Club’s Gainsborough Bowls League team until 2012.
He subsequently became Captain of the Club’s Isle of Axholme Pensioners’ League team for
three years. He also acted as our Village Hall Representative, was a very good club man
always willing to provide advice and physical help, and most of all was one of life’s
gentlemen. Our Management Committee had recently agreed to recommend for approval at
the next AGM, that he be made a Life Member of our Club for his outstanding contribution.
Nev. will be sadly missed by his family and many friends in Beckingham and Saundby.
October
Beckingham Bowls Club has been selected to take part in the Co-op Local Community Fund.
Our Club is one of three causes in our community which Co-op members can select to
support between now and 23 October 2021. The more members who select Beckingham
Bowls Club and shop with the Co-op, the more funds we will receive. Supporters need to
become Co-op members to select our cause and they can join online at
www.coop.co.uk/membership Our Cause Name is Beckingham Bowls Club and our Cause
ID is 44844. Our profile can be viewed at https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/44844 and
we are linked to the following Co-op store and funeral branch:
Epworth Store, Mowbray Street, DN9 1HR
Gainsborough Funeralcare, DN21 1EQ
Even though we are linked to the above, money raised through Co-op membership can be
generated anywhere in the UK, as long as a member is buying selected products or services
from the Co-op Group and has selected Beckingham Bowls Club online.
Following the extensive work carried out on the green (coring in July followed by scarifying,
re-seeding, application/amelioration of a 70/30 top dressing, and the application of
Autumn/Winter fertilizer at the end of September), the seed has germinated exceptionally
well and the green was given a light cut recently. The result of this work has exceeded our
expectations and the Rigby Taylor Technical Sales Manager was open mouthed when he
visited us and saw the quality of the green.

We are delighted with the result which justifies the money spent and the decision to core the
green in the middle of our “diluted” season, which had met with some criticism.
Our hard - working ground staff are of the opinion that the green has never looked better, and
the pictures accompanying this report show a close up and the view from the edge of the
playing surface. We hope that it will be possible to enjoy playing a full season in 2021.
Roger Platts
3 November 2020

September
September
On a rather autumnal Saturday 5 September, Beckingham’s bowlers competed for the Audrey
Rogers Memorial Trophy for the Club Triples. New member Linda Farmery came straight
from the hairdressers to team up with Peter Cawthorne and Peter Ness and win the trophy.
Linda had never played in a team match or competition before and supported the two Peters
well at number 2. Peter Ness led exceptionally well and Peter Cawthorne mopped up most
ends as Skip. In their semi - final, they just held off a spirited fightback by Bob Brindle,
Stuart Moody & John Foster who pulled back from 16 shots to 7 down to finish up losing by
16 shots to 15. In the other semi – final, Carole Booth, Brian Burton & Roger Platts won a
competitive match against Tony Whitlam, Mel Moody & Roy Clegg by 11 shots to 9.
Mel stepped in at the last minute and
equipped herself very well, having not played
for several years. The final was very one –
sided with Linda and the two Peters beating
Carole, Brian & Roger by 25 shots to 5. The
victors played very well and thoroughly
deserved to win, but Carole and Roger would
be extremely disappointed with their poor
play in the final. The photograph shows
Linda flanked by Peter C. on the left and
Peter N. on the right.

Two days earlier, Phil Baldock of Rigby Taylor gave a talk at our green to certain members
regarding the maintenance of greens following some unjustified criticism of the decision to
core the green in July, rather than at the end of the season, which would have been the case in
a normal season. Phil is very experienced and knowledgeable in this area having been
greenkeeper at three of the top UK golf courses. His talk was most enlightening and served
to show members that the decision taken was the right one for the future quality of our green.
On 24 September, the green was closed for play
and we are grateful to Bill Bryan for scarifying
the green in both directions, helped by Geoff
Proudley and Peter Ness. Following this, a
contractor applied top quality grass seed via a
disk seeder on 27 September, and on the next
day, another contractor spread and ameliorated
4 tonnes of 70/30 top dressing. Thanks go to
Bill and Peter for the help given to Geoff
Proudley and Roger Platts on these two days
prior to this work being carried out.
Autumn/Winter fertilizer and an iron - based
treatment will be spread shortly, and once the seed has sufficiently germinated, the green will
be given a higher - level cut and then monthly as required until next spring.
The photograph shows the top dressing being applied by Richard Hardcastle of Glenn
Hardcastle Sportsground Contractor. The contractors commented that we were in front of
other clubs timewise with the treatment of the green, which should result in a very good
playing surface for the beginning of the 2021 season, which we hope will not be affected by
Covid-19.
Unfortunately, the Club will not be able to hold their enjoyable Presentation Social Evening
in October due to Covid – 19 restrictions, but hope to be able to hold it before the start of the
2021 season, possibly combining it with their Annual Lunch, which was also cancelled in
March. Nevertheless, the Club has been able since June to provide some bowling and social
interaction for their members in a safe environment.
August
With all league matches cancelled for the season, Beckingham and Marton & G.B. arranged
and played a home and away friendly match on Saturday 1 August. Three Beckingham pairs
played three Marton pairs at Beckingham with 3 woods per player over 21 ends on alternate
rinks. The same format was played at Marton. Everybody enjoyed the chance to have a
competitive game and meet old friends in a safe and friendly environment. It didn’t take long
for the usual good - natured banter to surface, something which Covid-19 cannot dampen. At
Beckingham, the host’s pairs of Geoff Proudley & Peter Cawthorne and Bob Brindle &
Roger Platts won by 5 and 15 shots respectively, whilst for Marton, Ron “The Bullet” Sharpe
& Keith Worrell won by 12 shots.

At Marton, Beckingham’s three pairs of John Foster & Stuart Moody, Brian Burton & Roy
Clegg and Carole Booth & John Cawkwell won by 2, 11 and 1 shot respectively, and we are
grateful to our friends at Marton for helping us to provide team bowling in a safe
environment. The photograph shows play taking place on alternate rinks at Beckingham and
sanitizing materials for use by all players.

Both Beckingham and Marton greens played satisfactorily considering the greens had been
cored two weeks prior to this match, which is a procedure normally carried out periodically at
the end of a full season, which of course is not the case this year. Both clubs have been open
for play by their members since early June, following approved Bowls England guidance.
Twelve Club members competed on 15 August for the Mick Pilkington Memorial Trophy for
the Club Pairs. Whilst the number of entrants was again disappointing, the Covid-19
situation has played a big part in the number of Club members wishing to play at the moment.
The make - up of each pairing was decided by a draw, and last month’s Club Singles winner
Peter Cawthorne was paired with the relatively inexperienced Bob Brindle who led very well.
They comfortably beat Carole Booth & Peter Ness in the final, after having to battle hard to
beat Ken Byfleet & Michael Taylor by 3 shots in their semi – final. The full results were: 1st
Round – Bob & Peter beat John Foster & Roger
Platts by 8 shots, Geoff Proudley & Andy Wainwright
beat Brian Burton & Roy Clegg by 4 shots. Semi
Finals – Bob & Peter beat Ken & Michael by 3 shots,
Carole Booth & Peter Ness beat Geoff & Andy by 6
shots. Final – Bob & Peter Cawthorne beat Carole &
Peter Ness by 16 shots. The picture shows Bob
(right) & Peter with the Mick Pilkington Memorial
Trophy, and our thanks go to Denise Pilkington for
donating the Trophy in memory of her late husband
and valued Club member, and to Bill Bryan for
running the event.

A second home & away friendly match was arranged on the same basis as the earlier match
with Marton & G.B., and this went ahead on 20 August. Response to play was disappointing
and we had to call on Dorothy Moyes & John Hunt from Misterton to make a team of 9 to
play as 3 triples only at Ordsall. Captain Roger Platts had to cry off at the last minute for him
and his wife Sue to collect his Sue’s daughter from hospital in Nottingham and it is
understood that an Ordsall player kindly deputised. The hosts comfortably won all 3 rinks,
but the actual scores were not available.
July
Twelve of our members turned up on Saturday 11 July for our Club Singles. The measures
put in place to comply with sensible and sound Government approved guidance from Bowls
England were fully respected and did not detract from the players obvious enjoyment. We
utilized all 7 rinks, with a rink left vacant at all times between those rinks being played on. In
a highly competitive event, Peter Cawthorne (pictured) won the final to take the Charles
Lundy trophy. Peter had comfortable wins in round 1 and the quarter final, but was 7 shots to
2 down early on to Roger Platts in the semi - final, but gradually recovered.
The penultimate end virtually decided the result with Roger badly dropping 4 shots for Peter
to win by 4 shots. In the final, last year’s winner John Foster raced into a 6 shots to 0 lead,
but Peter again rallied to take all but 1 of the remaining shots to win by 7 shots. John had
earlier beaten Ken Byfleet in the other semi – final by 4 shots in a tight match.
The full results were:
Round 1 – Bob Brindle beat Peter Ness by 5 shots & Peter Cawthorne beat Brian Burton by
19 shots.
Quarter Finals – John Foster beat Carole Booth by 3 shots, Peter Cawthorne beat Bob Brindle
by 13 shots, Roger Platts beat Michael Taylor by 2 shots & Ken Byfleet beat Tony Whitlam
by 4 shots.
Semi – Finals – Peter Cawthorne beat Roger Platts by 4
shots & John Foster beat Ken Byfleet by 4 shots.
Final – Peter Cawthorne beat John Foster by 7 shots.
Our thanks go to the injured Bill Bryan for running the
day, and to the members who prepared the green/cut the
hedges and provided as safe an environment as possible
in which to play enjoyably.
On the following Friday, we had our green cored, a
procedure normally carried out at the end of a full
season. As can be seen from the photograph with this
report, there was plenty of “debris” created which had to
be cleared, and we are grateful to Bob Brindle. Bill
Bryan, Roger Platts & Geoff Proudley for completing
this back breaking work, helped by one of our suppliers
and his partner. The green was subsequently closed for
play for 10 days to allow it to recover.

With all matches in the 4 leagues
cancelled for the whole season, we
have decided to arrange a few friendly
matches. These will be on a home
and away basis with Beckingham
pairs playing against 3 opponent’s
pairs at Beckingham, and the same at
our opponent’s green, all playing on
alternate rinks.
The first of these
matches is against Marton & G.B. on
1 August and we also be holding our
Club Pairs on Saturday 15 August.
Our Thursday Club Nights continue for members and the green is open daily from 12 noon
for members to have a roll up and much needed exercise. Contact Roger on 01427 848628 to
find out more about our controlled activities – we would welcome new members with or
without bowling experience.
June
We were very sad to learn of the death of Shirley Wilson who passed away peacefully on 28
June. Shirley was a playing member of our Club for many years and was Social Secretary
until she retired from this position in 2013. Shirley happily took care of organising the
catering for our Gala Days, and was always on hand at our home matches to prepare and
serve refreshments. She was presented with a climbing rose on her “retirement” and
treasured this as it developed handsomely in her garden. She continued to enjoy attending
our Annual Lunches, Open Gala Days and Presentation Evenings, and was thrilled to be
invited in 2018 to present the Club trophies. Shirley gave so much to our Club and indeed to
our Village, and touched the lives of many. She will be greatly missed and our thoughts are
with her family.
We will be holding our first “Club Night” of the season on 2 July and this will continue every
Thursday from 6pm. The green will be open to members to play all week from 12 noon with
strict guidelines in place relative to Covid-19. We are holding our Club Singles on Saturday
11 July and 14 members have indicated that they wish to compete for the Charles Lundy
trophy. The competition starts at 10.00am and players should arrive please BY 9.30AM TO
BE INCLUDED IN THE DRAW. The tea room and pavilion will not be open, everybody
has been advised to bring their own chairs and refreshments, and washing and sanitizing
materials will be available in our refurbished toilet.

Lincolnshire Co-op Community Champions
This community fund provided by Lincolnshire Co-op enables funding opportunities for local
organizations. When a Dividend Card holder purchases goods in a store, they receive a
dividend and the same dividend is paid to whichever organization is selected as Community
Champion. Beckingham Bowls Club have been successful in being included in the voting to
be selected for a Gainsborough town store for the period September to November. The
dividend earned on purchases in the particular store using a Dividend Card is paid to the
selected organization at the end of the 3 months.
We need your support please to get us selected and voting can be done on
www.lincolnshire.coop/ccvote or by phoning 01522 781135. You just need your Dividend
Card number, and “vote for Beckingham Bowls Club”. Voting is only open from 22 June to
5 July. Thank you for supporting the only remaining outdoor sports club in our Village.
May
Following the Government’s announcement that facilities associated with outdoor sports
(including lawn bowls) may open, we decided to open our green for members to play with
effect from 1 June. We have followed Bowls England Covid-19: Supplementary Guidance
for Lawn Bowls Clubs, approved by Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) – May
14th 2020. Prior booking is required and play will be strictly on a 1 to 1 basis, with a rink left
vacant between each rink played on.
A maximum of 6 people will be allowed on the bowling green site at any one time. Full
Guidance notes were issued to all our members on 24 May. The tea room and pavilion are
out of bounds and the only Club equipment to be used will be jacks and mats, and sanitizer,
liquid soap and a paper towel dispenser will be provided in the toilet. It is very unlikely that
we will play any team matches this year, and we will have to cancel our Open Pairs
scheduled for July 19th, in the slim hope that we may be able to hold it in September.
During May, members have continued to maintain the green and site. We have a “rule” that
nobody should work on the site on their own, so to overcome the Government instructions
regarding mixing with others, wives of our members accompanied members when they were
cutting the green, spreading fertilizer and maintaining the outer edges to the green. We are
extremely grateful to those ladies. We had a serious problem with our irrigation system
which meant that fertilizer was not being watered in, which would cause scorching of the
grass. The necessary spares were collected by from Holbeach by a member and fitted
following instructions from the supplier, and the system is now working efficiently. Our
toilet was an embarrassment to us and it has had a complete makeover by one of our
members. Comments were made that it is now good enough to let out as a one bedroom
flat!! It is still our plan to replace this old structure with a new 2 toilet block including
washing facilities.

Anybody with or without bowling experience who is interested in joining us now, or when
the current situation improves, should please contact Roger on 01427 848628.
April
We were due to open our green for play on St. George’s Day with practice matches scheduled
for the following week and league matches due to commence on 4 May. Due to COVID-19
our green was closed for bowling of any sort, whether it be just a roll up or a match, and a
notice was placed on the bowling green gate to this effect.

We have however had to maintain the
green and site as if this was not done,
the turf would soon turn into rough
meadow grass.
This presented a
problem in that we have a “rule” that
no one person should work there alone
for safety reasons, and Coronavirus
regulations dictated that members
were not allowed to meet anybody
from another household.

This problem was resolved as when a member went to cut or scarify the grass, spread
fertiliser or maintain the outside edges, their respective wife accompanied them. We are very
grateful to those ladies, and consequently the green is in excellent condition, as can be seen
from the photograph at the end of this report.
We will review the situation when the time is right so we can at least have a controlled and
safe roll up, but it is highly unlikely that any matches will take place before August, if at all
this season. This will probably mean that our Open Pairs scheduled for July 19 will be
postponed, but we may be able to hold this important fund - raising event as late as
September.

Beckingham Bowls Club
Established 1948

COVID – 19
This green will be closed
for use until further notice,
and the position reviewed when
appropriate
Roger Platts
28 March 2020

March
March started with much anticipation for the start of the season in April, but the dark
threatening clouds of the Coronavirus soon gathered and our plans had to be shelved. We
managed to have the green verti-drained on 14th, but our first social event of the year on 15th
(Annual Lunch at Thonock Golf Club) was cancelled following a consensus of members’
feelings. We are hopeful of re-arranging it later in the year.
The Gainsborough Bowls League AGM on 16th was postponed and the Isle of Axholme
Seniors’ Leagues decided to cancel all 2020 fixtures. The I. of A. Evening League held their
AGM earlier in March, but like the GBL, no firm decision has been made yet. There will be
no matches of any sort for the foreseeable future, although the Committee of the GBL are
being positive in hoping that some form of competition may be possible during the second
half of the season. Our clean up day on 18th April has been postponed and there will be no
Club Nights until further notice. Our Open Pairs Gala Day scheduled for July 19th looks very
doubtful, and the best we can hope for is that we may be able to hold it in September.
We had earlier considered making the green available for ad hoc use by members with
numbers limited, but that facility will not be available, and this decision will be reviewed
when appropriate. We do however intend to continue to maintain the green with the minimum
of expenditure, cutting it only once a week whilst following the Government’s instructions on
social distancing, with just one person involved on the green. If we didn’t cut the green, the
quality grass would soon turn to meadow grass, involving a lot of work and expense in
returning it to the necessary high quality.
All this is very disappointing, but absolutely necessary. We will continue to report each
month and the Diary of Events accessed from the home page of the Village Website (back to
contents) is kept up to date as much as possible, depending upon information provided by
individual Village organizations. In the meantime, if there are any questions, please contact
Roger Platts on 01427 848628
February
We have cut our green regularly since Christmas and in the middle of March we will be vertidraining the surface. It is in excellent condition for the forthcoming season when we open on
Thursday 23 April at 5.30 pm with our first Club Night of the season. Any prospective new
members would be most welcome, bowls will be available and please wear flat shoes (no
heels).
We await the fixture lists for the three Isle of Axholme Evening and Seniors’ Leagues, but the
Gainsborough Bowls League fixtures have been published, and our first league match is on
4th May at home to Wheatley. Prior to that, we expect to have a couple of practice matches
home and away with Marton & G.B., whilst on Saturday 2nd May, some of our players will
play for The Rest against the 2019 Champions Melrose SSC, at Melrose.

There was a useful site meeting in February between three of the joint Village Hall/Bowls
Club sub - committee when we were able to demonstrate what we had done over the years at
the green, and highlight what else needs doing/funding to improve all our facilities for the
long - term future. We appreciate this opportunity to work together, and look forward to
concluding a mutually satisfactory agreement with the Village Hall.
January
There was a good attendance at our Annual General Meeting held in the Recreation Room on
31 January. Reports for 2019 were received from the Treasurer, Team Captains and Club
Captain with our Open Pairs and Presentation Evening being particularly enjoyable and
successful. Due to the continuing high expenditure having to be spent on maintaining and
running the bowling green site, we were unable to add to our funds for the replacement of our
Tea Room/Store & Refreshment area.
After the reports, the following were re-elected:
Club Captain & Gainsborough League Team Captain – Roger Platts
Secretary and Seniors’ League Central Team Captain – Carole Booth
Treasurer – Sue Platts
Seniors’ League North Team Captain – John Cawkwell, assisted by Don Brown
Evening League Team Captain – John Foster assisted by Bob Brindle
Head Groundsman – Geoff Proudley
Village Hall Representative – Roy Clegg
Social Secretary – Janice Savage
Auditor – John Cawkwell
John Cawkwell and John Foster had indicated that they did not wish to stand for re-election
after many years as Team Captains. There were no volunteers to take over, so after some arm
twisting, they agreed to carry on with the help of Don Brown and Bob Brindle respectively.
Roger advised the meeting that he would not be standing for re-election as Club Captain at
the 2021 AGM after 9 years in that position, and efforts were made in a session entitled
“Taking Responsibility” to hand over duties during the next 12 months.
Dates were fixed for our year’s events, and these are shown at the end of these notes.
Members were briefed on the discussions that had taken place with representatives of the
Village Hall Management Committee in an attempt to reach a mutually acceptable agreement
to secure the future of the Bowls Club in Beckingham. Several other matters were discussed,
including fund raising and grant applications, to formulate our plans for an enjoyable year of
playing bowls, alongside our social activities and green maintenance which have played a big
part in the success of our Club. Despite this success, we still need new members to help us
carry on our work.

BECKINGHAM BOWLS CLUB 2020
DIARY OF EVENTS
DATE

DESCRIPTION

15th MARCH

ANNUAL LUNCH AT GAINSBOROUGH GOLF CLUB

18th APRIL

CLEAN UP AT THE CLUB GROUND,PAVILION AND TEA ROOM - 10AM

23rd APRIL

GREEN OPENS - 1ST CLUB NIGHT FROM 5.30PM

4th JULY

CLUB SINGLES

19th JULY

OPEN PAIRS GALA DAY - STARTING 10AM

1st AUGUST

CLUB PAIRS

5th SEPTEMBER CLUB TRIPLES
2nd OCTOBER

CLUB PRESENTATION EVENING

TBA

GBL ANNUAL PRESENTATION EVENING - NORMALLY OCTOBER.

Fixture Lists for Gainsborough Bowls League, and Isle of Axholme
Seniors' Central, North and Evening Leagues Available on Request.
Ring 01427 848628 for Copies.

