Beckingham Bowls Club News 2018
December
Last month we reported that part of the foundation of the “Folly” shelter had moved causing the right hand side of the construction to lean forward, buckling the roof. Unfortunately, members were unable
to gain access to the bowling green when they wanted in December to secure the “Folly” and the whole
structure has been blown off the foundations and is leaning back on to the hedge. Consequently, the
shelter will have to be replaced rather than repaired. Fortunately, we are covered for this storm damage
under the insurance taken out and paid for every year by Beckingham Bowls Club, as is the case with
all expenses incurred to maintain and improve the part of the Trust Premises on which the bowling
green has been situated for 70 years. There will however be an excess to pay when the work is
completed.
We have been in dispute since May 2018 with Beckingham and Saundby Village Hall & Playing Field
Committee over the amount we pay annually to them. We have objected to the amount invoiced which
has been doubled from the figure agreed and documented in 2016. This has finally resulted in the main
and rear gates to the bowling green being secured with extra chains and padlocks to prevent us gaining
access. We were not advised of this action, although we have been told subsequently that we can
remove any of our property at a mutually convenient time and the chains/locks would be removed
when we paid the full amount. We find this very sad after we have operated amicably since 1948, yet
after our 70th Anniversaries in 2018, the future of the Bowls Club is threatened. Beckingham Bowls
Club maintains and improves the part of the Trust Premises on which the bowling green is situated
completely out of funds raised entirely by our members. In addition to the high costs of maintaining
the whole site and repairing where necessary, we pay for site, buildings and public liability insurance,
PAT Testing, Fire Extinguisher Certificates and vermin control on top of the cost of bowls equipment.
We have received legal advice at no cost to the Club and whilst we respect the work done for the
Village by the Village Hall Committee, we are continuing our fight on this matter to resolve the
situation amicably for the future of our Club. No doubt our members will have plenty to say at and
after our 2019 AGM scheduled for late January.

November
Members have completed the repair of the Tea Room roof as a temporary measure awaiting a decision
regarding the future action required for this building. Thanks are due in main to Bill Bryan for
completing this repair. We were scheduled to repair the roof of our shelter, affectionately known as the
“Folly”, but part of the foundation has moved and the right - hand side of the construction is leaning
forward buckling the roof. On first seeing this, it appeared as if there had been some vandalism but it
seems that this is not the case. Consequently, the repair will be a much bigger and more expensive job
than expected, but we are fortunate to have members with building experience. The “Folly” was
opened on 21 July 1996 by the then Assistant Director Rural Services, Nottinghamshire Rural
Community Council. It is sad to see this structure in such a state, especially as it was built by Club
members at a cost of £1000.00 which was paid for out of Club Funds. The photograph accompanying
this report shows the damage caused to the structure, and this summer’s dry weather could have
affected the ground and allowed the foundations to move.

October
The curtain came down on the 2018 Gainsborough Bowls League season with the league’s Presentation
Evening held at Gainsborough Golf Club on 20 October. Beckingham were well represented among
more than 80 people who enjoyed a lovely meal which was followed by the presentation of trophies for
team and individual competitions. Marshall A received the League Champions and Hazel Lawrence
trophies whilst Scotter picked up the Knockout Shield and Millennium Trophy, and Marton and
Misterton collected the Kelsey Cup and Garner Shield respectively.
In the 6 Individual Competitions, Scotter players took home 3 of the winners’ trophies, Beckingham
players bagged 2 and Rose Leisure took 1, whilst Beckingham received 3 runners up trophies, Melrose
SSC 2 and Scotter 1:
Open Singles – winner Dave Copley, Scotter and runner up Gerald West, Beckingham.
Ladies Singles – winner Carole Booth and runner up Margaret Robinson, both Beckingham.
Open Pairs – winners Ken Byfleet & John Foster, Beckingham and runners up Ray Robinson & Tom
Whiteley, Scotter.
Ladies Pairs – winners Dot Parr & Andrea Cook, Rose Leisure and runners up Carole Booth &
Margaret Robinson, Beckingham.
Mixed Pairs – winners Gail Windsor & Dave Copley, Scotter and runners up Pat & Tony Bainbridge,
Melrose SSC.
Open Triples – winners Merv Johnson, Ray Robinson & Tom Whiteley, Scotter and runners up Pat &
Tony Bainbridge and Tom Toward, Melrose SSC.

The evening concluded with the raffle draw and a quiz. Beckingham’s bowlers will be hoping that the
luck their members had in the raffle will follow them on to the greens next season as 6 of their 11
members who attended collected prizes!!
It was a most enjoyable evening and thanks are due to League Chairman Ian Chapman and Secretary
Pip Pearson for organising the event and to Gainsborough Golf Club for providing an excellent meal.
The pictures show Beckingham’s GBL Open Pairs Champions Ken Byfleet and John Foster
(resplendent in kilt) and GBL Ladies Singles Champion Carole Booth receiving their trophies from
League Vice President Ray Robinson and Chairman Ian Chapman, and the view of the event from
Beckingham’s table.

The seed which was applied to Beckingham’s green in late September by direct drilling has germinated
well and ground staff have been able to give it a light cut, and members are due to start work on
repairing the roofs of the Tea Room and “Folly” shelter.

Beckingham Bowls Club 70th Anniversary Celebrations
The Club’s 70th Anniversary Presentation Evening on 5 October held this year at the Willow Works
was a resounding success amid a wonderful atmosphere. Following an excellent buffet meal and a
draw for the table decorations, trophies were presented by former Social Secretary Shirley Wilson. Our
guest speaker John Hall then entertained us for over an hour talking about “When I was a Kid in the
1950’s”, and everybody said they had not laughed so much for a long time – a real tonic. This was
followed by the draw for our 70th Anniversary Raffle which raised valuable funds to help us maintain
the bowls site. The evening was hosted by Roger Platts who thanked Janice Savage for arranging the
buffet and members’ attendance, Freda Proudley (ably assisted by Geoff) for preparing the tables and
for the beautiful table decorations, and Carole Booth for obtaining the raffle prizes and running this
fund - raising activity during the season, as well as preparing an excellent cake iced for our 70th
Anniversary.
The photograph shows all the winners together with Shirley Wilson. The “jerry” in the foreground was
one of our speaker’s props!
Audrey Rogers Memorial Trophy (Triples) – Peter Cawthorne, Pete Ness & Roy Clegg

Mick Pilkington Memorial Trophy (Pairs) – Carole Booth & Pete Ness

Pat Michael Cup (Ladies Singles) – Margaret Robinson

Charles Lundy Memorial Trophy (Open Singles) – Peter Cawthorne

The winners of the 21 prizes in the raffle were spread evenly across members and non - members who
had purchased tickets during the summer, and their names and winning numbers are shown below.

70th Anniversary Raffle Prize Winners
Drawn 5 October 2018
Pam West - 682
Jean Graves - 901
Janette Simpson - 548
Geoff Proudley - 469
John Warburton - 619
Nadine Byfleet - 125
John Foster - 276

Michael Taylor - 568
Denise Pilkington - 452
Melanie Moody - 061
John Cawkwell - 140
Sue Platts - 898
Bill Bryan - 059
Barbara Brumby - 458

Mandy Bretherton - 148
Diane Buxton - 718
Shirley Wilson - 031
John Foster - 266
Geoff Sharpe - 087
Mr Dixon - 091
B.Cottam - 001

Thank you to all who supported us
September
Our green was closed for the season on 25 September for our ground staff to deep scarify the green
which was followed 3 days later by the green being cored (1000’s of 5” deep holes punched
mechanically in the green). On the following day, the green was re-seeded by direct drilling and once
the seed has germinated and is established, it will be cut on a monthly basis until the spring when the
frequency of cut by members will increase to twice and then 3 times per week. As shown in the
photograph accompanying this report, members of the ground staff worked hard to clear the green of
the cored earth well supported by new members Bob Brindle & Andy Wainwright. All this work is
necessary every year for the green to stand up to a full season of bowling when the season starts late in
the following April. The cutting of both sides of the 4 hedges surrounding the bowling green site will
by now have been completed by Club members including the sides adjacent to the play area and
football pitch.
The competitive playing season ended on 8 September with the Club Ladies Singles which was won by
Margaret Robinson. She led Carole Booth by 12 shots to 4 but Carole rallied to go 13 – 12 up only for
Margaret to take 2 shots on the last end to win 14 – 13.
A roll up and “get together” for cake was planned for the last Club Night on 20 September, but the
heavens opened and members had to make do with just cake and a drink and reminisce about a very
good season.

August
Beckingham’s bowlers enjoyed a very rewarding close to their season achieving more team and
individual success than the Club has experienced for many years.
The Gainsborough Bowls League team answered their Captain’s pre - season call and broke into the
top 3 positions in the league which have been occupied by Gainsborough teams Marshall A & Melrose
SSC and Scotter for as long as current members can remember. In the GBL Individual competitions
finals held at Owston Ferry, Beckingham’s John Foster & Ken Byfleet became GBL Open Pairs
Champions whilst Carole Booth was crowned as the GBL Ladies Singles Champion. In addition to
that, Gerald West was runner up in the Men’s Singles, Margaret Robinson was runner up in the Ladies
Singles and Margaret & Carole were runners up in the Ladies Pairs. Add to that the 3rd place finishes
out of 24 for Carole Booth & partners in Wheatley’s Gala Day, and the same for John Foster, Roger
Platts & Ken Byfleet at Owston Ferry and Rose Leisure Gala Days, and readers may understand why
the Club is currently very buoyant. The Isle of Axholme Evening League team just failed to win that
league’s Knockout Cup when they drew with Marton at Epworth, but lost on the extra end, and the two
I. of A. Pensioners’ League teams finished mid - way in their respective leagues, but good progress was
made by inexperienced players in the Pensioners’ Central Section team.
All this is just reward for the Club and for those members who have contributed so much time and
expertise in maintenance and improvement of the green and site and in fund raising and
administration/publicity to provide what is considered the best green in the area, and to make us self –
sufficient. We aim to continue in the same mode and not rest on our laurels and tackle the renovation
or possible replacement of the tea room.
In the Club competitions, Pete Ness & Carole Booth beat Nev. Hethershaw & Tony Whitlam in the
Pairs to receive the Mick Pilkington Memorial Trophy, whilst Pete partnered Roy Clegg & Peter
Cawthorne in the Triples and narrowly beat Nev Hethershaw, Tony Whitlam & John Foster to receive
the Audrey Rogers Memorial Trophy, kindly donated by John Wilson.
The winners of all these competitions will receive their Club trophies at the Club’s Presentation
Evening on 5 October at the Willow Works and their GBL trophies at the GBL Presentation Evening
on 20 October to be held at Gainsborough Golf Club.
As a thank you to our Premier Sponsors Cliff Bradley & Sons Funeral Directors, some of their staff
enjoyed a second taster session on the green with Club members, which could lead to new members to
add to the 3 members who have joined this year.
The green is due to close on 25 September for deep scarifying by the ground staff in readiness for the
green to be cored and re-seeded by direct drilling, and once the seed has germinated, cutting is usually
necessary once a month at a suitable height until early spring when it is necessary to cut twice and
eventually 3 times a week.

Roy Clegg, Pete Cawthorne & Pete Ness Beckingham
Bowls Club Triple Winners 2018 receiving Audrey Rogers
Memorial Trophy from John Wilson

Carol Booth Gainsborough Bowls
League Ladies Champion 2018

Ken Byfleet and John Foster Gainsborough Bowls League
Open Pairs Champions 2018

Beckingham Finalists enjoying some fun at the end of the
Gainsborough Bowls League Finals Day 2018

Gainsborough Bowls League Table – Final Table 2018
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SHOTS
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MARSHALL A

18
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1

1

SCOTTER
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1
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1
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4
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7

1
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18

5

2

11
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18

0

5

13

45

875

1134

-259

July
The Club’s 70th Anniversary Open Pairs held on 15 July in glorious weather was an outstanding
success with another full house of 28 pairs competing for the trophy and cash prizes. The event was
won by Liz & Jim Seal from Epworth who beat Peter Carroll of Marshall Sports & Colin Dunks of
Worksop in the final. Third were Freda & Jim Allsopp of Misterton who beat George Hilton and Jamie
Voase of Ordsall in the play off for 3rd and 4th places. Approximately 80 people in total enjoyed the
bowling and food supplied and prepared by members and their partners in the cool of the Village Hall.
The Club is grateful to North Notts Lions for their contribution towards costs, and also to Specsavers
Gainsborough, Bacons Retford, Morrisons Retford and Club members for their donations of prizes for
the raffle. The trophy and prizes were presented by Carlton Bradley and Edward Kliszcz from our
Premier Sponsors Clifford Bradley & Sons Funeral Directors. All the proceeds (which were just £2.55
down on last year’s record) from the day will go towards our maintenance costs and to increase our
reserves for essential refurbishment of the tea room. It was a wonderful team effort and Roger & Sue
would like to thank all those who supported them on the day.
The Gainsborough Bowls league team have continued their good form in the league and lie in 3rd place,
12 points ahead of Melrose SSC and 12 points behind 2nd placed Scotter, with Marshall A top 20 points
ahead of Beckingham. Unfortunately, Beckingham narrowly lost to Scotter in the final of the GBL
Knockout Shield. The finals of the GBL Individual competitions will take place at Owston Ferry on
Sunday 19 August and Beckingham will have their best ever individual representation. Margaret
Robinson will play team mate Carole Booth in the Ladies Final, whilst the two of them will play as a
pair in the Ladies Pairs Final. Gerald West reached the final of the Men’s Singles by beating team
mate Bill Bryan in the semi - final, and Ken Byfleet & John Foster have the chance to reach the final of
the Open Pairs, but still have to play their semi – final.
The Club’s 3 Isle of Axholme League teams have put in some good, if consistent performances, but
have enjoyed their bowling in the less competitive atmosphere of the Isle Pensioners’ and Evening
Leagues.

As part of the Club’s 70th Anniversary celebrations, we are running a raffle using prizes sourced from
local shops and businesses, and the draw will take place at our Presentation Evening on 5th October.
This year it will be held in the Willow Works as the Village Hall was not available on the date agreed
upon by members at the 2018 AGM. Tickets for the raffle can be obtained form Club members and
also from Jennifer’s Hairdressers and Beckingham Village Shop, to whom we are most grateful.
We are still seeking new members to carry us into the future and anybody interested in our playing and
social activities should please contact Roger Platts on 01427 848628

70th Anniversary Open Pairs Winners Liz & Jim Seal with Carlton
Bradley and Edward Kliszcz from Clifford Bradley Funeral Directors.

Gainsborough Bowls League Table – as at 30/07/18
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May/June
Beckingham’s Gainsborough Bowls League players have enjoyed a good period with league, cup and
individual successes. In the league, the team inflicted the first defeat of the season on Scotter at
Scotter, and at the halfway mark in the season, they lie 3rd in the league. They have also reached the
final of the Knockout Shield after beating Rose Leisure at Marshalls in the semi - final. They now play
Scotter in the final on 25 July, on a neutral green yet to be decided. In their other semi–final
appearance, theY lost in the Millennium Trophy to Scotter. (there are other teams in the league!). In
GBL Individual competitions, Beckinham already have 2 finalists and are guaranteed another. Carole
Booth beat Scotter’s Gail Windsor to reach the final of the Ladies Singles and could be playing team
mate Margaret Robinson who has still to play her semi – final. Ken Byfleet and John Foster have
reached the semi - final of the Open Pairs, whilst in the Men’s
Singles, Gerald West is through the semi - final where he will
play either Bill Bryan or John Foster, both from Beckingham.
All finals are to be played on Sunday 19 August at Owston
Ferry.
The three Isle of Axholme League teams had a mediocre, but
enjoyable couple of months with the Pensioners’ Northern
Section team losing 2 of their last 3 games and having to
postpone 2 matches to later dates. The Pensioners’ Central
Section team have fought hard but have only won 1 of their
matches, whilst the Evening League team have only managed
1 league win but played well to reach the final of that league’s
Knockout Cup.
The Club held its Singles competition on 7 July and the trophy
was won by Pete Cawthorne who beat Bill Bryan by I shot in
the final. Pete had earlier in the day beaten John Foster in the
semi - final, whilst Bill had beaten John Cawkwell in the other
semi.

Club singles winner Peter Cawthorne and
Bill Bryan runner-up.

Beckingham’s green, like all other greens, has been affected by the lack of rain, and is playing very
fast, making it difficult to judge the length, with numerous woods (and jacks) ending up in the ditch.
Beckingham’s share of the donations at the funeral of Mick Pilkington has been spent as requested by
his widow Denise on a new trophy for the Club Pairs (which Mick won in 2017 along with Bill Bryan),
and a bench which is a fitting memory of a very popular playing colleague and friend of many
members.
The Club will be holding a raffle as part of the Club’s 70th Anniversary, with tickets available from
members. The draw will take place at our Presentation Evening on 5 October, which will be held this
year at the Willow Works as the Village Hall was booked on the date chosen by members at the AGM.
We are grateful to Jennifer’s Hairdressers and Beckingham Village Shop where tickets are available.
Prizes have been sourced from local shops and organizations, which demonstrates members’
determination to maintain a bowling facility for the current and future benefit of the local community.
For information on our Club’s activities, please contact Roger Platts on 01427 848628
April
Over 20 members turned up on 14 April for the Club’s annual clean up day. Most of the work to
prepare the green for the new season had already been completed by those members who work on the
green, but the tea room and pavilion were in need of a good spring clean, and this was completed
admirably. The gulleys and green edges were tidied and the green looked in excellent condition, ready
for a busy season.
The green opened on 19 April for our first Club Night of the season, when well over 20 members
enjoyed some practice in lovely weather. This weather did not last and the 2 Gainsborough Bowls
League practice matches took place in cold conditions. The results were academic as both teams were
giving as many members as possible the chance to get their bodies working, but the home match on 30
April was won by Marton whilst in the return match at Marton, Beckingham won easily.
The season starts in earnest in May, and we are looking forward to another enjoyable season, with a full
programme of matches in 4 leagues, as well as league and Club individual competitions.

March
We very sadly lost 2 of our longest serving members in March when Audrey Rogers passed away on
8th and Mick Pilkington on 10th. Audrey was an active member for many years and Captain for 5
years from 2008 to 2012, and after retiring continued to pay annual subs and attend our social functions
and was always delighted when asked to help with raffles or present prizes at our Gala Days. Mick was
still playing up to the end of last season and always had a smile on his face. It was fitting that he won
our Club Pairs last year, and he was undoubtedly the best player on the green that day. They will both
be missed and our thoughts are with Audrey’s Auntie Billie and Mick’s widow Denise. We held our
Annual Lunch on Sunday 25 March at Gainsborough Golf Club and all present raised a glass to Audrey
and Mick, and most members have subsequently attended their Funeral Services.
Over 100 square metres of turf was laid on the far outer edge by members towards the end of March
which virtually completes the renovation of the green surrounds and replacement of the crumbling
supports to all the outer edges surrounding the green. It just remains for some artificial grass to be laid
in one of the gulleys, and those members responsible for completing this mammoth task should be
thanked and congratulated.

Our first Club Night of the season will be held on Thursday 19 April and the Gainsborough Bowls
League team start their season with 2 practice matches against Marton at home on 30 April and away
on 2 May. Their league campaign kicks off on 9 May with a home match against Owston Ferry, who
are one of 3 teams who will be playing their league matches with 3 rinks per side due to lack of players,
the other 2 teams being Marshall A and Marshall Sports. The other 7 teams including Beckingham will
play each other in league matches with 4 rinks per side, whilst the 4 knockout competitions will
comprise 10 players per side, with the format varying as in previous years according to which
competition is being played. The Club’s 2 Isle of Axholme Pensioners’ League teams start with league
matches on 1 May, and the Isle of Axholme Evening League fixtures were not available when these
notes were compiled.
Anybody interested in joining us would be welcome at our Club Nights which are held on Thursdays
from 5.30/6.00pm, and it would be advisable to telephone Roger Platts on 01427 848628 as after a few
weeks of the season, league matches may be played on some Thursdays.
February
An Extraordinary General Meeting was held on 16 February in the Recreation Room, mainly to resolve
the problem of who would take over the positions of Club Captain and Team Captain of the
Gainsborough Bowls League team. At January’s AGM, there were no volunteers to take on these roles
from Roger Platts who did not wish to stand for re-election after 5 years in both positions. Members
were reminded by Chairman Clive Hunter that if the Club did not have a Team Captain for the GBL,
we would not be able to play in that league.
There was a suggestion from former Captain Audrey Rogers that one person could run the team on a
Monday and another on the Wednesday. As there were still no volunteers, Roger stated that he did not
wish to see the Club slide and lose members after all the hard work put in by certain members to build
up funds and make Beckingham’s green one of the best in the area. He offered a solution which would
mean everybody “mucking in” and various duties being shared around. He would run the GBL team as
Team Captain with the help of a Vice Team Captain for when he was not around. A rota would be
issued with the fixture list for 2 members to arrive early for home matches to set up the green and
equipment and prepare for tea making. This was accepted by members present and John Cawkwell
subsequently offered to be Team Vice Captain, but relinquished the position of Vice Chairman.
Various other duties were discussed, some of which were taken on by other members (Carole Booth,
Bill Bryan, John Foster, Clive Hunter, Sue Platts and Janice Savage), but responsibility for fund
raising, organising the Open Pairs from 2019 and publicity were not taken on, and the position of Club
Captain was not filled. Roger agreed to continue to look after publicity and the Management
Committee would discuss the other outstanding matters.
There were 2 other issues which were resolved at the meeting. Firstly, after a lot of discussion, the
majority of members agreed to the area renovated by members on the far side of the green to be turfed
as opposed to seeding which would be cheaper, but less practical. This overturned the decision taken at
the AGM to seed, and turfing had been recommended by the Grounds Committee.
The second issue related to the number of rinks to play per team in the Gainsborough Bowls League.
Due to lack of members, 4 clubs (Marshall A, Marshall Sports, Melrose and Owston Ferry) were to be
allowed to play each match in 2018 with 3 rinks per side. Last year, matches involving 4 clubs were
played 3 rinks per side and the matches between the other 6 clubs (including Beckingham) were played
with 4 rinks per side. A proposal had been made at the League’s Pre-AGM Meeting that all matches
should be played with 3 rinks per side, over 18 ends and with 3 woods per player. The meeting agreed
to resist playing with only 3 rinks and vote against this proposal at the League AGM which was due to
be held on 6 March. Playing all matches with 3 rinks would mean fewer games for our members.
The lively meeting closed with members satisfied with the outcome and looking forward to the new
season, although in the light of recent weather, curling may be a better option!!

January
The Club’s 3 month period as Lincolnshire Co op Community Champions at the Misterton store ended
on 3 December 2017 and Co op members helped to raise £614.49 for our Club. A cheque for this
amount was handed over to Club representatives at the store on 5 January. This will pay for the service
of the mower and the cost of turf and artificial grass to complete the renovation of the outer edges of
the green by members in March 2018. The Club is extremely grateful to Lincolnshire Co op and the
Misterton branch for this much needed injection of funds.
Any local groups who wish to put themselves forward for selection as Community Champions should
visit the Misterton store and speak to either the Branch Manager Brenda Gleadle or the Community
Liaison Representative Pippa Harrison. The deadline for the next selection is 2 February.
Alternatively, ring Roger platts on 01427 848628 for details of the scheme.
Members were sorry to learn of the death of Eric Smith in December. Eric played for the Club for
several years until ill health caused him to stop playing a few years ago. His funeral service was held
on 29 December at Sherwood Crematorium and this included a very moving rendition of “Somewhere
over the Rainbow” by one of Eric’s granddaughters.
The work carried out to clear the drains on the far side of the green has been successful as all the recent
rain has drained well, so the grass roots will not be affected.

"Sue & Roger Platts receiving
the Club's Community
Champions cheque from
Lincolnshire Co op Misterton
Store staff left to right Pippa
Harrison (Community Liaison
Representative), Steph Baker
(Sales Assistant) and Store
Manager Brenda Gleadle"

There was a disappointing turnout compared to previous years for the Club’s AGM which was held on
January 19 in the Recreation Room. Reports on 2017 were given by Club Officers, with Treasurer Sue
Platts informing members that expenditure for the year exceeded income by over £700 due to the Club
having to spend over £1500 on vital green edge support renovation materials in addition to the usual
high maintenance costs. Also, £1000 was spent on a new spreader and sprayer as the old ones sprayed
more on the operator than the green. Bearing this in mind, the Club’s funds were currently adequate,
but it was not possible to reserve funds raised by sponsorship and the Open Pairs for the much needed
refurbishment/repair of the Tea Room which is in a very poor condition. Sponsorship arranged for
2018 and profit from the 2018 Open Pairs will boost funds for the coming year, but fund raising for
2019 needs to be addressed as annual subscriptions and match fees will not cover expenses in the
future.
Secretary Carole Booth hoped that more members would give up a little of their time to assist in the
running of the Club. Captain Roger Platts reminded members that the Club does not run by magic or
on fresh air, and that if we do not get new younger members, there may not be a Bowls Club in 10
years. He added to Geoff Proudley’s report that the Club’s green was used 12 times as a neutral green
for League club and individual semi finals and finals, which is a testament to the work put in by the
ground staff led by Geoff. Chairman Clive Hunter concluded the reports, echoing the need for new
members.

Election of Officers took place with the following being re-elected: Chairman – Clive Hunter, Vice
Chairman and Auditor – John Cawkwell, Secretary – Carole Booth, Treasurer – Sue Platts (Sue offered
to do this for 1 more year when there were no volunteers willing to take over), Team Manager
Pensioners’ Central – Carole Booth, Team Manager Pensioners’ North – John Cawkwell (for 1 more
Year), Team Manager Evening League – John Foster, Grounds Chairman – Geoff Proudley. The
position of Social Secretary was not filled as Janice Savage did not wish to stand, and there were no
volunteers to take over from Roger Platts who did not wish to stand for re-election as Club Captain and
GBL Team Manager after 5 years in those roles. The vacant position of Village Hall Representative
was not filled and selected members would attend their meetings as necessary.
The following dates were set for the Club’s Diary of Events: 18 March – Annual Lunch at
Gainsborough Golf Club, 14 April – Clean Up Day at the Bowls Club site, 19 April – Green opens with
first Club Night at 5.30pm, 7 July – Club Singles, 15 July – Open Pairs, 4 August – Club Pairs, 1
September – Club Triples, 8 September – Club Ladies Singles, 5 October – Club Presentation Evening,
AGM 2019 – 25 January.
Other matters such as future fund raising, friendly matches, dress code on the green and publicity were
discussed, and anybody interested in joining our Club in any capacity should please contact Roger
Platts on 01427 848628.

